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Rationale 
This unit provides both undergraduate and postgraduate students with an opportunity to develop a 
strong biblical and theological basis for youth ministry, along with a theoretical and practical 
understanding of contexts, issues and models of working with young people. Adolescence is a stage 
when many people make significant life and faith choices. As a consequence, understanding how to 
work with young people is crucial for the missional and pastoral agenda of the contemporary church. 

The ministry with young people provided by 21st century churches occurs in a number of contexts, 
deals with a range of youth issues, and arises out of basic biblical and theological understandings. 
This unit gives students the opportunity to research key issues faced by young people, explore the 
contexts in which ministry is provided, and develop a model for youth ministry. Students also reflect 
on the nature and role of the professional youth worker, with particular attention given to 
considerations of best practice in youth ministry. 
 
Relation to Course 
It is important for people leading the church in youth ministry to have a strong theoretical, biblical 
and theological basis for ministry with young people, and to have a range of models to choose from 
when participating in that ministry. Consequently this unit provides students with a range of closely 
linked learning experiences designed to enhance the understanding and practice of youth ministry. 
Postgraduate students are expected to develop a strong research orientation. Students also undertake 



 

Unit Outline – Graduate Certificate in Ministry, Graduate Diploma in Ministry – E74037 New Youth Ministry Directions 2 

additional reading and participate in distinctive postgraduate seminars. They are also required to 
participate in mini-teaching sessions in which they present their research findings to the combined 
undergraduate and postgraduate class. 
 
Aims 
The aim of this unit is to enable postgraduate students to identify and explore contemporary contexts 
and issues relating to youth cultures in Australian society and to equip students to articulate a 
framework for thinking and theologising about youth ministry, reflect on best practice in youth 
ministry, describe a working model of youth ministry, and enhance their ability to engage in sustained 
critical reflection on the theology and practice of ministry. 

 
 

Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this unit the student should be able to: 

1. Write a biblical and theological rationale for ministry with young people 

2. Research and respond to a contemporary issue which influences youth ministry 

3. Research a contemporary model for youth ministry and present the findings in a class setting 

 
 
Content 
Week 1 Biblical and theological themes in Youth ministry 
Week 2 Biblical and theological themes in Youth ministry 
Week 3 Adolescent development 
Week 4 Young people and identity 
Week 5 Youth, culture and media 
Week 6 Youth contexts: Church and community 
Week 7 Youth contexts: The school 
Week 8 Youth contexts: The family 
Week 9 Asset development: a paradigm for youth ministry 
Week 10 Asset building as a model of ministry 
Week 11 Frameworks for ministry Comprehensive approach 
Week 12 The professional youth worker 
Week 13 Frameworks: Student presentations 
 
Organisation and Teaching Strategies 
A range of interactive teaching strategies will be used.  Key material will be presented through formal 
lectures with an emphasis on group work and reflective analysis of issues and contexts.  There will be 
opportunities for students to present their independent research into selected issues covered in the unit 
through a series of mini-teaching sessions.  Postgraduate students will have six separate class sessions 
of one hour which will focus on engaging the students in a critical discussion of the additional 
readings.  
 
Assessment 
 
 Type of assessment No of 

words 
Weighting 

% 
Due 
date 

Learning 
Outcomes 
covered 

1 Using one biblical text write a theological 
rationale for ministry with young people 

1000   1 

2 Research a contemporary issue affecting young 
people in Australian society.  Include your 
reflections on the issue and ways the church could 
respond to the issue.  Present your findings in a 
class mini-teaching session 

   2 
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 Type of assessment No of 
words 

Weighting 
% 

Due 
date 

Learning 
Outcomes 
covered 

3 OPTION A:  
A major project to be presented to the class 
detailing a model of youth ministry and outline its 
applicability to particular contexts and its 
application in a ministry setting by a professional 
youth worker. A clear proposal for the context and 
application of the project will be presented to the 
unit coordinator 
OR 
OPTION B:   
Self defined research project. The student will 
need a research base, bibliography, a section 
engaged in practical theological reflection on the 
subject and a clear thesis/ argument/ hypothesis to 
work from. A formal proposal for the project, 
complete with bibliography will be presented to 
the unit coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3000 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
Generic Skills 
 
• Advanced skills in research, including primary and secondary sources 
• Advanced writing skills, organisation and conciseness 
• Advanced skills in using electronic databases and search engines 
• Advanced skill in integrating theory and praxis. 
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