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Rationale 
 
In the first few centuries of the Christian Church there is no figure, not even Origen of Alexandria, 
who can compare, in terms of his impact on the development for good or ill of Christian thought, with 
Augustine of Hippo. His influence continues to this day and it is said, though the truth of this is open 
to challenge, that even the 16th century reformation in the church in the West was at least in part an 
argument over who was the heir to Augustine’s legacy. ‘More than most authors Augustine has been 
the object of unjustified denunciation by those who have not read him.’ (Gerald Bonner) 
In the Western church we are his heirs, whether we like it or not, whatever we think of him. We have 
therefore to try to understand him in order the better to understand ourselves. 
 
Relation to program 
 
For students who completed either a BTh – with the core unit The Early Church to 500CE – (or their 
equivalents), or a GradCertTh – with either core unit The Early Church to 500CE or Introduction to 
Church History – (or their equivalents), this course will build on that study and provide for a deeper 
exploration of an important component of the history of the early church in particular and the 
development of Christian thought generally. In the development of Christian thought no individual, at 
least from the first five centuries, has influenced that development more. Therefore in whatever unit a 
Masters student might engage, in biblical studies, in systematics, in church history, in philosophical 
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theology, or in ministry and mission, he will be confronted by the figure of Augustine, whether s/he 
knows it or not. 
 
Aims 
 
The unit aims to introduce students to a deeper understanding of the contribution by St Augustine, 
both positive and negative, to his claimed influence on the development of Christian thought, 
particularly in the Western Church, and to an appreciation of what Augustine might still have to 
contribute to contemporary theological thought. 
 

Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this unit the student should be able to: 
1. detail the major elements of Augustine’s thought on at least one topic on which he 

wrote; 

2. appraise the influence on and contribution of Augustine to the development of Christian 
thought in at least one area; 

3. analyse and evaluate the potential influence and continuing contribution of Augustine to 
contemporary Christian reflection in at least one area. 

 
 

Content 
 
1 Me, Myself and Augustine: Augustine as the microcosm of the human experience (the Confessions) 

Confessions 3.3.6-5.9 (CCC 161) 
2 Augustine and the meaning of history 

City of God 11.1   (CCC 178) 
3 Augustine the mystic and contemplative: the search for God. 

Confessions 9.10 (Ostia) 
4 Augustine the theologian and philosopher. 

De Trinitate 10.4.17-19; Confessions 7.1-2 
5 Augustine and justice and the state. 

Epistle 93.5.17-18  (CCC 172) 
6 Augustine and a doctrine of the Church. 

(CCC 173) 
7 Augustine and the human person: nature, grace and the doctrine of original guilt and sin. 

De Civitate Dei 10.30 (CCC181); De gratia Christi 5 (CCC 182); De natura et gratia 3.3-6.6 (CCC 
187) 

 
 
Organization and Teaching Strategies 
 
1. Lecture (60 minutes per three hour contact session) 
2. Text reading (60 minutes per three hour contact session) 
3. Student-led discussion on key text and theme (60 minutes per three hour contact session) 
 
 
Assessment 
 

Type of assessment No of 
words 

Weighting 
% 

Due date Learning Outcomes 
covered 

1 Essay 
 

3000  50% Mid- semester 1-2 

2 Essay 3000  50% End-semester 3 
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Notes on Assessment 
Item 1  Will develop the student’s knowledge of the historical events of the period and the ability 

to utilize the techniques of historical document analysis through independent work and 
thought. 

Item 2  Will develop the student’s ability to collect, analyse and organize information and ideas 
and to convey those ideas clearly and fluently in written form. 
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