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This unit explores ethics from an ecumenical perspective with a focus on contemporary
issues. For Anglicans within this unit it will be evident that ethics and moral theology share
some similarities with both protestant and catholic approaches, though it also has a particular
character of its own, the via media. While drawing from the insights of the English
Reformation idea of “a lively faith” this unit outlines the ways in which Anglican ethical
perspective and moral living arise from a concern about the way we as human beings and as
Christians live in community. The Anglican tradition of moral living also draws on the central
Christian doctrines held in common with Catholic theology: the Incarnation and Creation.
This has created lively discussion within Anglicanism, at times certain ‘pragmatism,’ a belief
in a “liberty of informed judgement” but also a shared common perspective that

1313

acknowledges

the same underlying values’ with Roman Catholics and Protestant Churches

despite there being differences of teaching on particular moral issues.” ' In recent discussion
Christian ethicists across the denominations have drawn upon the key categories of narrative,
tradition and of the church as a moral community. We also see how these perspectives are
affecting Anglican moral theology.

! ARCIC I, 1994, Life in Christ: Morals, Communion and the Church, Preface.
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Consisting of three parts the unit establishes parameters by which Anglicans have grounded
their sense of a lively faith by acknowledging and drawing from the biblical tradition with
some acknowledgement of wider philosophical traditions. The third part of the unit focusses
on particular contemporary issues and concerns: politics, economics, environment, medicine
and sexuality, including aspects of professional ethics.

Relation to Program

This unit offers a particular Anglican perspective on ethics and contemporary issues within
the structure of Field C, and offers a perspective between Protestant and Roman Catholic
Ethics, while drawing from both traditions. It provides for sustained academic research and
analysis of ethics and contemporary issues from an Anglican perspective, and integrates the
social and ecclesial implications of the other courses in Field C of the program.

Aims

This unit aims to provide students with a critical appreciation of ethics and moral living from
an Anglican perspective, and the theology that under girds ethical practice and moral living.
The unit aims to assist students engage in sustained critical research into ethics in the light of
contemporary issues.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this unit the student should be able to:

1. | Engage in a critical and constructive understanding of the nature of ethics and moral
living from the perspective of the biblical and Christian tradition, together with the
philosophical and social factors that impinge upon the nature of ethics;

2. | Engage critically with the Christian tradition generally and the Anglican tradition
specifically in the light of contemporary issues and contemporary movements in ethics
and cultural thought;

3. | Demonstrate developed critical research and writings skills

Content
Part 1:
What is Christian about Christian Ethics:
= Opverview of Ethical Theory and Confessional Approaches
= [s Justice Natural? How liberal are Liberal Societies?
The doctrinal framework of Christian ethics
= Case studies The Anglican Moral Tradition, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Rowan Williams
= (Case studies: Niebuhr, Barth, Schussler-Fiorenza
Part 2:
Scripture and Ethics:
= Engaging Richard Hays’, The Moral Vision of the New Testament
Part 3:
Contemporary Issues and Christian ethics
= Political ethics, war and peace
= Medical ethics
= Sexual ethics, Human beings and relationships
=  Environment, economics
=  Professional ethics

Organisation and Teaching Strategies

Teaching will occur through lectures, seminar presentations and class discussion, and
individual research for seminars and assessments.

The weekly teaching schedule will be as follows:

1. Lectures and discussion (1hr 45mins)
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2. Seminars and discussion on prescribed readings (1 hr)

3. Break following lecture (1/4hr)
4. Individual supervisory sessions when required

Assessment
Type of assessment No of | Weighting Due date | Learning
words % Outcome
s covered
1 Seminar Paper 1000 20% Weeks 1-12 | 1,2
2 Essay 1 2,000 | 30% Week 9 1,2,3,4
The essay tests the student’s
knowledge of and engagement with
the Anglican tradition of ethics and
moral theology.
3 Essay 2 2500 - | 50% Week 14 1,2,3,4
This essay tests the student ability to | 3000

engage with a particular issue from
Part 3 of the Course. The student
must engage with a contemporary
issue from the perspective of
Anglican tradition though not in
isolation from ecumenical discussion
or the issues of contemporary
thought. This essay will meet all

objectives outlined above.

Generic Skills
® Advanced skills in research, including primary and secondary texts.
e Advanced skills in integration of a variety of research material.
e Advanced writing skills: organisation, focus and consciousness
[ ]

as hard copy resources.
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