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Rationale

A study of the ‘Quest for the Historical Jesus’ is a specialist undertaking requiring a grounding
in academic study of the scriptures, of hermeneutics and of the history of ideas. This particular
area of study utilises scholarly study of both the canonical and non-canonical gospels, in
particular the synoptic gospels. This unit would also relate to the study of Christology in the
field of theology as well as the Christological disputes that occurred in the period of the early
church to 5S00CE. Integral to the unit will be study of how social, political, economic, cultural,
theological and ecclesiastical dynamics, both in the past and in the present, have affected and
continue to influence portrayals of Jesus.

Relation to Course

This unit will contribute to the study both of the canonical and non-canonical gospels and of the
wider field of biblical studies. It will also be pertinent to research in the field of Christology.
The concentrated focus of this unit will enable students to give attention to a specialised area of
study that has engaged scholars for more than 150 years. The advanced research skills required,
along with the need to respond critically and analytically to a diverse range of literature, make
this an appropriate postgraduate unit.

Aim
The unit aims to enable students to grasp the interwoven contexts — namely, historical,
philosophical, theological, hermeneutical and exegetical contexts — shaping the various quests
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for the historical Jesus. The unit would also aim to deepen the student’s scholarly study of the
various canonical and non-canonical sources appealed to in regard to the quests.

Learning Outcomes

On the successful completion of this unit, the student will be able to

1. assess the influence of different historical contexts on exegetical and theological interpretation
of the canonical and non-canonical gospels and other key ancient sources.

2. explore and critically analyse a range of scholarly views presenting ‘the historical Jesus’
3. compare and analyse parallel primary sources and engage in study of redaction

4. distil the main points from academic articles, monographs or other required reading

5. access material from internet sources

6. lead and facilitate discussion in an academic study group

7. present an academic paper or presentation in a tutorial group context

8. write extended essay/s on directed or chosen academic topic/s

9. initiate research topics and titles in regard to extended essay/s on chosen academic topic/s
Content

Important issues that will be studied in regard to the ‘Quest for the Historical Jesus’ include:

1. ahistorical survey of studies of ‘the historical Jesus’ with a particular focus on such studies
in the eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first centuries

2. astudy of significant contributors — Reimarus, Renan, Strauss, Schweitzer, Bornkamm,
Fuchs, Meier, Crossan, Johnson, the Jesus Seminar, Wright.

3. astudy of the varied criteria used in determining the ‘authentic’ words and deeds of Jesus

4. astudy of the varied canonical and non-canonical gospel passages pertinent to the subject.

5. an assessment of the contribution of each of the canonical and non-canonical gospels to the
quest.

Students will select particular topics that will require more extensive and detailed study,
especially in regard to the students’ presentations of their research work. These topics are to be
agreed upon in consultation with the lecturer.

Organisation and Teaching Strategies

The contact time for all students of three hours per week over a period of thirteen weeks will
include both lectures and tutorials. Media used will be lecture handouts, overhead projection
material, PowerPoint presentations and appropriate audiovisual resources.

When taught as an Intensive, the lectures and tutorials of the unit will cover five days.

Assessment
1. Two exegetical tutorial papers — 1500 words each — each worth 20% (Objectives 1-7 and 9)

2. One major research project focusing on a significant theme dealing with the quest for the
historical Jesus — 4000 words — 60% (Objectives 1-5 and 8-9.)

All work submitted for assessment is expected to demonstrate scholarly treatment of both primary
texts and secondary literature, including comparison and analysis of parallel primary sources,
especially through redactional study (Objectives 1-3) and familiarity with key points attainable from
academic journals, monographs and internet sources (Objectives 4-5). All students will also be
required to demonstrate proficiency in leading and facilitating discussion in an academic study group
(Objective 6) and the presentation of an academic paper and/or oral presentation in a tutorial group
context (Objective 7).

Generic SKkills

¢ Advanced skills in research, including use and interpretation of primary and secondary
texts.
e Advanced skills in integration of a variety of research material.
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e Advanced writing skills entailing clarity of focus, conciseness and relevance.
e Advanced skills in use of electronic catalogues, databases and search engines.

Textbooks

Required

Crossan JD, Johnson JT, Kelber WH The Jesus Controversy — Perspectives in Conflict, Trinity
Press, Harrisburg, 1999.

Recommended
Bockmuehl, Marcus ed. The Cambridge Companion to Jesus, Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, 2001.

Academic & General Resource Requirements
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Crossroad, New York, 1991.
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Westminster/John Knox, Louisville, 2001.
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