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Rationale 
 
In the west there is a long and rich tradition of rational reflection upon the nature and value of 
religious belief, and within the Christian tradition the creative tension between faith and 
rationality, religion and philosophy, has been particularly productive. Over the last century 
and a half, philosophical reflection on the meaning, structure and epistemological status of 
religious faith claims has been particularly intense, so much so that no intellectually credible 
contemporary theology can afford to avoid such debates. This unit give students of theology 
the opportunity to familiarize themselves with both traditional problems in the philosophy of 
religion, as well as some of the latest debates in the field. 
 
Relation to program 
 
This unit plays a valuable role within the programs of the BCT in helping students to 
understand and explore the philosophical underpinnings of theological reflection as pursued 
elsewhere in their program, and to reflect upon the phenomena of religious experience and 
faith in their relationship with reason. The unit therefore provides a useful companion to a 
range of other Bachelor of Theology units, especially in contemporary and historical 
theology, spirituality and ministry. 
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Aims 
 
The unit aims to give students of theology the opportunity to confront some major issues 
within traditional and contemporary philosophy of religion, and thereby to provide useful 
philosophical background for an insightful and intellectually credible theology and 
spirituality. It is intended that students engage at some depth with a range of classic and 
contemporary texts in the philosophy of religion. In this way, the unit seeks both to enrich 
students’ studies in contemporary theology and to prepare them for further work in 
philosophy and philosophical theology, should they choose to pursue such studies  
 

Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this unit the student should be able to: 
1. Outline the major questions pursued in contemporary philosophy of religion; 

2. Identify and analyse a range of responses to these problems both by major historical 
figures and in contemporary debate;  

3. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of these positions; 

4. Develop a coherent interim position concerning the philosophical issues encountered.    

 
Content 
 

1 The nature of Philosophy of Religion and its relationship to theology 
2 Arguments for and against the existence of God:  

� Design (teleological) arguments 
� Cosmological arguments 
� Ontological arguments  
� Value/transcendental-based arguments. 

3 Models of God-World interaction:  
� Traditional theism 
� Deism 
� Pantheism 
� Panentheism 
� Process theology 

4 Religious discourses: 
� Three major approaches: katophatic, apophatic, hyperontic 
� The Medieval analogy approach (Aquinas) 
� Language game approach (Wittgenstein et al)  
� Evocation approach (Ramsey, de Pater)  

5 God and the problem of evil 
� Defining evil and suffering 
� Logical and empirical arguments against an omnipotent, omni-benevolent God 
� Traditions of theodicy: Varieties of Free-Will and Teleological defences 
� On the Christian theodicy of the Cross 
� The problem of religious violence   

6 Religious experience 
� Defining religious experience 
� The varieties of religious experience 
� Theories concerning the experiential roots of religion 
� Interpreting cross-creedal experiential sameness and difference 
� The value of religious experience 
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Organization and Teaching Strategies 
 
Each week a 2 hour (2x 50 min) lecture is given which introduces the major debates and 
issues concerning a particular area of the philosophy of religion. During the third tutorial 
hour, the lecturer guides student discussion of set readings dealing with the previous week’s 
topic. In addition to the 3-hour face-to-face mode, students are encouraged to make use of 
electronic means of communication with the lecturer (and/or other students) concerning the 
weekly readings and early drafts of assigned work. 
 
Assessment 
 
 Type of assessment No of 

words 
Weighting 

% 
Due 
date 

Learning 
Outcomes 
covered 

1 Short written responses to five of the 
tutorial readings. This task examines 
the depth of the student’s understanding 
of the major issues and themes 
explored in the unit.  

3000 
(total) 

 
 
 

40% 
 
 

Week 8 
 
 

1, 2 
 
 

2 Research Essay. This task examines the 
depth of the student’s engagement with 
a single issue or (past or present) 
thinker. 

3000  60% End- 
semester 

1, 2, 3, 4 

 
Notes on Assessment 
Item 1  Will develop the student’s knowledge of the major philosophical problems 

and answers within contemporary philosophy of religion and the ability to 
engage in reflective analysis of philosophical concepts. 

Item 2  Will develop the student’s ability to apply the disciplines of logical thinking 
and the ability to define and analyse problems. 
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Colledge, R. “The Unity of Faith and Reason”. The Catholic Leader 24 April, 2005, 8. 
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Cahn, SM. “The Irrelevance to Religion of Philosophic Proofs for the Existence of God” in 

Philosophy of Religion: An Anthology. Ed LP Pojman; Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1987, 
76-79. 

Davis, ST. “What Good are Theistic Proofs?” in Philosophy of Religion: An Anthology. Ed 
LP Pojman; Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1987, 80-87. 
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Ed LP Pojman; Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1987, 29-31. 
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Hughes, Gerard J. “Omniscience” in Philosophy of Religion: A Guide to the Subject. Ed Brian 
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Hartshorne, Charles. Omnipotence and Other Theological Mistakes. Albany, NY: State 
University of New York, 1984, excerpts from 1-49. 
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Swinburne, Richard. The Coherence of Theism. Oxford: Clarendon, 1993. 
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