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Rationale 
 
Since the beginning of Christian thought, theologians have been in constant dialogue with the 
western philosophical tradition, this mutually enriching and often passionate exchange 
continuing to the present day. This unit provides theology students with a broad but rigorous 
problem-centred and issues-based introduction to philosophy, focusing particularly on issues 
of crucial relevance to theology. 
 
Relation to program 
 
As a core unit in the Bachelor of Theology program, this unit provides students with an 
indispensable introduction to some of the broader philosophical issues underlying Christian 
theological reflection. However, it also provides students with a thorough grounding in the 
methodology of philosophical thought in its own right, and an introduction to some of its key 
issues, thereby providing a solid platform for further studies in philosophy and philosophical 
theology in Field H elective units. 
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Aims 
 
The unit aims to provide students with a sound foundational understanding of the content and 
methodology of philosophy, along with an appreciation of the importance of philosophy to the 
study of theology. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this unit the student should be able to: 
1. Outline the major debates within a range of topics in the discipline of philosophy, and 

explain how these issues are of relevance to theology; 
2. Analyse various attested positions taken within these debates; 
3. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of such positions, in the context of developing a 

coherent interim position of the student’s own concerning such issues; 
4. Identify some key markers of logically valid and invalid argumentation, and apply these 

skills to the recognition of formal and informal fallacious reasoning. 
 
 
Content 
 
1 Introductory philosophy of mind: a survey of debates concerning the nature of, and 

relationship between, human mind, soul and body; and the characteristics of ‘mind’ in 
general  

2 Free will vs determinism: a survey of the major positions: determinism, libertarianism 
and compatibilism; and some recent European philosophies of factical freedom  

3 Introductory philosophy of gender: debates concerning the nature of, and relationship 
between, sex, gender and culture 

4 Introductory philosophy of perception: the notion of an ‘external world’, the problem of 
epistemological scepticism in modernity, and the response of phenomenological realism  

5 Introductory epistemology: a broad survey of debates concerning the possibility and 
nature of knowledge and truth, and an overview of the contemporary philosophical 
hermeneutics movement concerning the modes of meaning construction 

6 Introductory logic: a survey of the function, limitations and vocabulary of logic; some 
important kinds of informal fallacy; basic propositional calculus  

7 Introductory Ethics: a survey of the fields of ethics: meta-, normative and applied ethics; 
the theory and implications of traditional models of normative ethics  

8 Meaning in/of life: theories of meaning and purpose in/of life; philosophical reflections 
on death; rational analyses of various claims concerning life beyond death 

9 Introductory philosophy of religion: the relationship between philosophy and theology; 
arguments for and against the existence of God; various models of God-world-humanity 

 
 
Organization and Teaching Strategies 
 
Each week, a 2 hour (2x 50 min) lecture is given that deals with a particular issue in 
philosophy and which fleshes out some of the more important debates involved. During the 
third tutorial hour, the lecturer guides student discussion of set readings dealing with the 
previous week’s topic. In addition to the 3-hour face-to-face mode, students are encouraged to 
make use of electronic means of communication with the lecturer (and/or other students) 
concerning the weekly readings and early drafts of assigned work. 
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Assessment 
 
 Type of assessment No of 

words 
Weighting 

% 
Due 
date 

Learning 
Outcomes 
covered 

1 “Journal” style overviews and analytic 
responses to five of the set weekly 
readings 

2500 
max 

40% Week 
10 

1,2 

2 Logic examination 1000 20% Week 9 4 
3 Research Essay 2500 

max 
40% End- 

semester 
1,2,3,4 

 
Notes on Assessment 
Item 1  Will develop the student’s knowledge of philosophical concepts, the ability to 

utilize the techniques of philosophy through independent work and thought, 
and the ability to engage in reflective application of philosophical concepts to 
personal situations. 

Item 2  Will develop the student’s ability to apply the disciplines of logical thinking 
and the ability to define and analyse problems. 

Item 3  Will develop the student’s understanding of the philosophical foundations of 
the Christian tradition by applying this understanding to the interpretation of 
emerging issues and the personal dilemmas which people face. 

 
Bibliography 
 
Textbooks 
Required weekly reading list, such as the following:  
 
Aristotle. “Nicomachean Ethics”, Bk 2, v-ix in Aristotle: Selected Works. Ed Hippocrates G 

Apostle & Lloyd P Gerson; Grinnell, Iowa: Peripatetic Press, 1991, 454-60. 
Ayer, AJ. “The Argument from Illusion” in Introduction to Philosophy. Ed John Perry & 

Michael Bratman; Oxford: OUP, 1999, 217-220. 
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Hick, John. Philosophy of Religion. Eaglewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1990, 39-55. 
Kant, Immanuel. Extracts from “The Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals” in Ethics. Ed 

Peter Singer; Oxford: OUP, 1994, 274-79. 
Lloyd, Genevieve. “Rationality” in A Companion to Feminist Philosophy. Ed Alison Jaggar & 

Iris Marion Young; Oxford: Blackwell, 1998, 165-72.  
Macquarrie, John. In Search of Humanity. New York: Crossroad, 1995, 10-24; 59-71; 234-42.  
Nagel, Thomas. What Does It All Mean? Oxford: OUP, 1987, 8-26. 
 . “The Absurd” in Introduction to Philosophy. Ed John Perry & Michael Bratman; 

Oxford: OUP, 1999, 20-27.  
Perry, John. “On the Study of Philosophy” in Introduction to Philosophy. Ed John Perry & 

Michael Bratman; Oxford: OUP, 1999, 1-6. 
 . “A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality” in Introduction to Philosophy. Ed 

John Perry & Michael Bratman; Oxford: OUP, 1999, 396-416. 
Smart, JJ. Extracts from “An Outline of a System of Utilitarian Ethics” in Ethics. Ed Peter 

Singer; Oxford: OUP, 1994, 317-19.  
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Warburton, N. Philosophy: The Basics. London: Routledge, 1996. 
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