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Rationale

The core belief of Christians is that God has been revealed to them through Jesus Christ and that
salvation comes through him. All other Christian belief derives from this foundational experience
of divine revelation and divine salvation through Jesus Christ. A systematic theology of beliefs in
Jesus Christ is a central area of systematic theology. Awareness of the hermeneutical and
methodological issues involved in the interpretation of Jesus Christ is an important competence for
doing Christology in an Australian context.

Relation to program

This elective unit teaches specialist knowledge and skills in systematic theology (Field C) by
focusing on the doctrines related to Jesus Christ. The event in human history on which the
Christian religion is founded, the historical event of Jesus Christ, requires constant re-
interpretation throughout history from diverse contexts. The unit therefore is an appropriate
focus for undergraduate study because of the centrality of belief in Jesus Christ for all beliefs
addressed in systematic theology and the need to examine the specific Australian context within
which the interpretation of that event takes place. It allows the student to advance their skills in
theologizing and to deepen their understanding of the content of the Church’s theology. This
elective presupposes the introductory knowledge and skills acquired in C51013 Introducing
Theology.
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Aims

This unit aims to examine the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the
genesis of belief in his divinity through attention to the witness of Scripture, tradition,
contemporary historical Jesus research, as well as contemporary contexts for doing Christology,
especially the Australian context.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this unit the student should be able to:

1. | Explain and illustrate the hermeneutical and contextual issues in Christology;
2. Outline the distinctive features of Jesus’ mission, ministry and death;
3. | Analyse and explain the significance for Christian belief of Christ’s resurrection and the

disciples’ experience of his post-resurrection appearances;

4. | Distinguish and illustrate the diverse models of interpretation of Jesus Christ employed
by early Christian communities before and after the Resurrection, as found in Scripture
and tradition;

5. | Appraise the approaches of contemporary christologies, particularly from the
perspective of the suffering, the poor, the oppressed and the marginalized.

Content
1 Hermeneutical and methodological issues
2 The ministry of Jesus
3 Jesus’ death and resurrection
4 Scriptural Interpretations of Jesus Christ
5 Development of beliefs regarding Jesus Christ
6 Contemporary issues and approaches in Christology

Organization and Teaching Strategies

The contact time comprises lectures and seminars, the latter including both small group and whole
class discussion of issues raised in lectures, the students’ own reading and selected primary texts.

Assessment
Type of assessment No of | Weighting | Due date | Learning
words % Outcomes
covered
1 Written essay 2500 50% Week 7 1-4
Written essay 2500 50% Week 14 | 5
Notes on Assessment
Item 1 Will develop the student’s ability to collect, analyse and organize information
and ideas and to convey those ideas clearly and fluently, in written form.
Item 2 Will develop the student’s ability to apply critical reasoning to issues through

independent thought and informed judgement and the ability to generate ideas
and to adapt innovatively to changing environments.
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