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Rationale

This unit is one of several which provide students with knowledge and skills pertaining to the
theology and practice of liturgy within the Christian church. It assists students to analyse a range of
theological issues pertaining to the nature and rites of Christian initiation. The unit is part of a
suite of units which enable students to build a specialisation in liturgy.

Relation to program

This unit builds on the knowledge and skills acquired in Introduction to Christian Liturgy to
extend students’ awareness of the theology and practice of Christian liturgy. In particular, the
unit focuses on the fundamental significance of initiation in the communal life of the Christian
church and its mission. The unit is centrally located within the field of systematic theology (Field
C) but also has strong links with church history (Field D) through its consideration of the historical
dimensions of Christian rites and initiation, and with ministry and mission (Field E) through its
consideration of the implications of the nature and rites of Christian initiation for contemporary
worship and pastoral care.
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Aims

The unit aims to facilitate growth in understanding of the nature and rites of Christian initiation
and to equip students with the historical background and the critical theological skills needed to
prepare and celebrate the rites of initiation.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this unit the student should be able to:

1. | Identify and assess the historical shifts and the theological and cultural issues that have
impacted on the development of the practice of initiation;

2. | Explain the content and structure of the liturgical books of the Christian churches
related to Christian initiation with theological subtlety and pastoral awareness;

Apply liturgical principles to the preparation and celebration of the rites of initiation;

4. | Organize programs for training people in the various ministries involved within the
celebration of these liturgical rites;

5 Educate both participants and the parish community in the structure and meaning of
the rites of Christian initiation;

6 Interpret ideas of faith and conversion as they occur in the rites of Christian initiation

Content

1 Recent Liturgical Reform in the Christian churches and its consequences of reform for
the Rites of Initiation — an examination of liturgical changes (including Sacrosanctum
Concilium) and in particular the shift in ecclesiology of initiation

2 The Theological Notion of Conversion — the fundamental significance of discipleship
and incorporation into Christ

3 Understanding Symbol — the function of the symbol system in the Christian world
view and its relation to Christian initiation

4 The Sacrament and Ritual of Baptism — exploring the history, theology and structure
of the Rite

5 The Sacrament and Ritual of Confirmation — exploring the history, theology and
structure of the Rite

6 The Sacrament and Ritual of Eucharist — exploring the history, theology and structure
of the Rite

7 The Place of Penance in relation to Christian Initiation and the patterns of initiating
children

8 The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. — exploring the history, theology and

structure of the Rite, particularly the retrieval of the practices of initiation in the early
Church

Organization and Teaching Strategies

The contact time comprises lectures and seminars, including both small group and whole class
discussion of issues raised in lectures, the students’ own reading and selected primary texts.
Students will be required to use the library to access recommended or other reading for each
week of class.
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Assessment

Type of assessment No of | Weighting Due Learning
words % date Outcomes
covered
1 Fieldwork: critical assessment of 1500 25 Early 2,3
baptism semester
2 Seminar presentation of “classic” Y5 hour 25 Mid- 1,4,5,6
textbook semester
3 Major essay 3000 50 End- 1,4,5,6
semester

Notes on Assessment

Item 1 Will develop the student’s knowledge of theological concepts and terminology as
applied to the rites of initiation, by an analysis of and application to baptism from
a pastoral perspective.

Item 2 Will develop the student’s ability to reflect critically on the historical processes
involved in the development of the rites of initiation, and to retrieve, evaluate and
use relevant information.

Item 3 Will develop the student’s understanding of the theological foundations of
Christian initiation by applying this understanding to the evaluation of particular
practices related to initiation, and the ability to evaluate opinions, make decisions
and reflect critically on the justifications for decisions, and to convey opinions
and ideas clearly and fluently in written form.
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