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Rationale 
 
Because Christian faith has moral implications, a sophisticated reflection on right and 
wrong has developed within the Christian churches. Especially as modern medicine 
confronts us with so many difficult decisions, one focus of this reflection has been 
health and health care, which this unit addresses. 
 
Relation to program 
 
An undergraduate degree in theology offers the student a comprehensive understanding of the 
Christian faith. Because of the importance of health and disease in our lives, it is appropriate 
to include some reflection on this topic, as a component of an integrated education for 
Christian ministry. 
 
Aims 
 
The unit aims to equip students with a well-organized, well-integrated understanding of the 
most important issues of medical ethics. It also enables them to develop critical familiarity 
with the Roman Catholic tradition on these matters. 
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Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this unit the student should be able to: 
1. Define health and disease; 
2. Detail the responsibilities of the individual, the health-care professional and society in 

the quest for health; 
3. Assess issues related to: 

� human research and resource allocation 
� sexuality and reproduction 
� organ transplantation 
� genetics (including genetic counselling, genetic testing, genetic engineering, 

cloning, and the use of human embryonic stem cells) 
� pychotherapy and behaviour modification 
� dying and death; 

4. Explain the place of spiritual ministry in the quest for health. 
 
Content 
 

1 The person and health 
2 Fundamental moral theology 
3 Individual and professional responsibilities 
4 Justice in health care 
5 Human research and resource allocation 
6 Contraception and assisted reproduction 
7 Rape and abortion 
8 Organ transplants, sexual reassignment 
9 Genetics (including genetic counseling, genetic testing, genetic engineering, the Human 

Genome Project, cloning and the use of human embryonic stem cells) 
10 Psychotherapy and behaviour modification 
11 Allowing to die 
12 Euthanasia 
13 Pastoral care 
 
Organization and Teaching Strategies 
 
The contact time comprises lectures and seminars, the latter including discussion of the 
students’ weekly papers as well as issues raised by the lectures and the students’ own reading. 
 
Assessment 
 
 Type of assessment No of 

words 
Weighting 

% 
Due date Learning 

Outcomes 
covered 

1 Weekly papers 10 x 
200 

30 Throughout 
semester 

1,2, 3, 4 

2 Participation in seminars Na 10 Throughout 
semester 

1, 2, 3, 4 

3 Mid-semester oral examination Na 30 Week 9 1, 2, 3 
4 Final oral examination 

 
Na 30 End-

semester  
3, 4 
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Notes on Assessment 
Item 1  Will develop the student’s knowledge and respect of medical ethics in 

relation to Christian ministry and mission, by engaging a range of views on 
medical ethical issues. 

Item 2  Will develop the student’s ability to engage in reflective practice within the 
Church and community, to select and use the appropriate level, style and 
means of communication to convey ideas clearly and fluently in oral form. 

Items 3 and 4  Will develop the student’s ability to apply critical reasoning to issues 
through independent thought and informed judgement and to develop a 
knowledge and respect of medical ethics in relation to Christian ministry 
and mission, with a commitment to truth, accuracy, honesty, accountability 
and ethical standards. 
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