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Rationale

This unit focuses on ecclesiology, the study of the church’s self understanding as a
community of Jesus Christ enlivened by the Holy Spirit, and the related issues of its mission,
ministry and sacramental life. It examines the Christian doctrine of the church, its ministry
and sacraments from an Anglican perspective. It includes the broader ecumenical perspective
as well as a particular focus on its mission within an Australian context.

This elective unit teaches an important area of systematic theology (within Field C), requiring
the student to develop a sustained critical and constructive analysis of Anglican Ecclesiology
within an ecumenical conversation and in the contemporary world and Australian context.

Relation to program
This unit fits centrally within the overall structure of Field C. It provides for sustained
academic research and analysis of the doctrines of church, ministry and sacrament from an

Anglican perspective, and as a development of the social and ecclesial implications of the
other units in this Field C of the program.
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Aims

The unit aims to provide students with a critical appreciation of Ecclesiology generally, and
Anglican Ecclesiology in particular, and the theologies that undergird ecclesial self-
understanding, the order and practice of ministry, and its sacramental heritage. The unit aims
to assist students engage in sustained critical research into Anglican ecclesiology (its theology
and practice) in the light of contemporary thought in an Australian context.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this unit the student should be able to:

1.

identify the issues important for the Anglican self-understanding of the Church, its
origins and its development as the Anglican Communion;

explain the developing self-understanding of the Church and distinguish the
particularities of the Anglican polity, ministry and sacramental theology;

explain and analyse the relationship of Anglican ecclesiology to other Christian
approaches and to contemporary thought;

analyse the theological and social implications for the Anglican Church in Australia in
the light of current theology and ecclesial thinking and practice.
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The people of God in the scriptures and the reign of God

The Christian Community from its beginnings through the Reformation
Anglican ecclesiology and the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church
The Church, tradition and Scripture: Anglican Identity and Integrity
The Church and the Ordering of Ministry

The Ordained Ministry: Deaconate, Priesthood and Episcopacy
Anglican Ministry in ecumenical dialogue

The Mission of God and the Church

Anglican Sacramental Theology especially Baptism and Eucharist

The formation of moral community

An Australian Church

Organization and Teaching Strategies

The contact time comprises lectures and seminars, the latter including both small group and
whole class discussion of issues raised in lectures, the students’ own reading and selected
primary texts.

Assessment
Type of assessment No of Weighting Due date Learning
words % Outcomes
covered
1 Seminar 750 15% Week 1-12 1,2
2 Folio of Reflections 1000 25% Week 12 1,2,3
3 Essay 3000 60% Week 14 1,2,3,4
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Notes on Assessment

Item 1 Will develop the student’s ability to retrieve, evaluate and use relevant
information, and to apply such information to the evaluation of specific issues
in ecclesiastical development.

Item 2 Will develop the student’s ability to reflect critically on the historical processes
involved in ecclesiastical development, and to generate ideas that adapt
innovatively to changing contexts.

Item 3 Will develop the student’s ability to collect, analyse and organize information
and ideas; to evaluate opinions, make decisions and reflect critically on the
justifications for decisions; and to convey opinions and ideas clearly and
fluently in written form.

Bibliography
Textbooks

Avis, P. Anglicanism and the Christian Church: theological resources in theological
perspective. Revised and Expanded Edition; Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 2002.

Kaye, Bruce (gen ed). Anglicanism in Australia: a history. Melbourne: Melbourne University
Press, 2002.

Macquarrie, John. A guide to the sacraments. London: SCM, 1997.

Recommended

Avis, P. A Ministry Shaped by Mission. London: T&T Clark, 2005.

Church of England’s Mission and Public Affairs Council. Mission-Shaped Church. London:
Church House Publishing, 2004.

Carnley, Peter. Reflections in Glass: Trends and Tensions in the contemporary Anglican
Church. Pymble, NSW: Harper Collins, 2004.

Greenwood, Robin. Transforming priesthood: a new theology of mission and ministry.
London: SPCK, 1994.

Hardy Daniel W. Finding the Church: The dynamic truth of Anglicanism. London: SCM,
2001.

Kaye, Bruce. Reinventing Anglicanism: A vision of confidence, community and engagement in
Anglican Christianity. Adelaide: Openbook, 2003.

Kaye, Bruce. A church without walls: being Anglican in Australia. Melbourne: Collins Dove,
1995.

Kung, Hans. The Church. New York: Image Books, 1976.

Lakeland, Paul. Postmodernity: Christian Identity in a Fragmented Age. Minneapolis:
Fortress, 1997.

Martos, J. Doors to the sacred: a historical introduction to sacrament in the Catholic Church.
Rev ed; Tarrytown, NY: Ligouri/Triumph, 2001.

Mudge, Lewis S. A Sense of a People: Toward a Church for the Human Future. Philadelphia:
Trinity Press International, 1992.

Redfern, Alastair. Ministry and Priesthood. London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 1999.

Volf, Miroslav. After our likeness: the church as the image of the Trinity. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1998.

Williams, Rowan. Anglican Identities. London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 2004.

References — Books

Anglican Church of Australia and Uniting Church of Australia. For the Sake of the Gospel:
Mutual Recognition of Ordained Ministries in the Anglican and Uniting Churches in
Australia http://www.anglican.org.au/docs/FortheSakeofthe Gospel2001.doc

ARCIC. Church as communion. An agreed statement by the Anglican-Roman Catholic
International Commission, 1991.

Avis P. The Anglican understanding of the church: an introduction. London: SPCK, 2000.

Unit Outline — Bachelor of Theology — C52036 Anglican Ecclesiology



Boff, Leonardo. Ecclesiogenesis: The base communities reinvent the church. Trans Robert R
Barr; London: Collins, 1986.

Brown, D & A Loades. 1995 The Sense of the Sacred: Movement n measure in art and music,
place and time. London: SPCK, 1995.

Brown, Rosalind & Christopher Cocksworth. On Being a Priest Today. Cambridge Mass:
Cowley, 2002.

Chadwick, Owen. The Spirit of the Oxford Movement: Tractarian Essays. Cambridge: CUP,
1990.

Church of England. The Eucharist: Sacrament of Unity (2001). House of Bishops Occasional
Paper. http://www.cofe.anglican.org/info/ccu/england/catholics/eucharist.pdf

Countryman, L. William. Living on the border of the holy: renewing the priesthood of all.
Harrisburg: Morehouse, 1999.

Croft, Steven. Transforming communities: re-imaging the Church for the 21° century.
London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 2003.

Douglas, Ian T & Kwok Pui-lan (eds). Beyond Colonial Anglicanism: The Anglican
Communion in the Twenty-first Century. New York: Church Publishing Incorporated,
2001.

Ghezzi, Bert. Sacred passages: bringing the sacraments to life. New York: Doubleday, 2003.

Griffis, James E. The Anglican Vision. Boston: Cowley, 1997.

Haight, Roger, SJ.Christian Community in History: Comparative Ecclesiology. Vol 2; New
York/London: Continuum, 2005.

Hauerwas, Stanley. A Community of Character. Notre Dame: Notre Dame Press, 1981.

Hodgson, Peter C. Revisioning the Church: Ecclesial Freedom in the New Paradigm.
Philadelphia: Fortress, 1988.

Hooker, Richard. Of the Lawes of Ecclesiastical Polity (1695). London: Dent & Sons, 1907.

Jacob, WM. The Making of the Anglican Church Worldwide. London: SPCK, 1997.

Kasper, Walter. Theology and Church. London: SCM, 1989.

McAdoo, HR. Anglicans and tradition and the ordination of women. Norwich: Canterbury
Press, 1997.

Moltmann, Jiirgen. The Church in the Power of the Spirit. London: SCM, 1977.

Moses, John, A (ed). From Oxford to the Bush: Catholic Anglicanism in Australia: the
Centenary Essays from 'The Church Chronicle' 1932-33. Hall ACT/Adelaide SA:
Broughton Press/SPCK-Australia, 1997.

Nelson, Janet & Linda Walter. Women of Spirit: Women's place in Church and Society.
Canberra: St Mark's, 1989.

Schillebeeckx, Edward. The Church with a Human Face: A New and Expanded Theology of
Ministry. London: SCM, 1985.

Schiissler Fiorenza, Elizabeth. Discipleship of Equals: A Critical Feminist Ekklesia-ology of
Liberation. New York: Crossroad, 1993.

Sykes, Stephen. Unashamed Anglicanism. London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 1995.

Thomson, Cathy & Vic Pfitzner (eds). Ordination of Women: Interdenominational
Perspectives. Adelaide: ATF Press, 2005.

World Council of Churches. Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry 1982-1990. Geneva: WCC,
1990.

Zizoulas, John D. Being as Communion. London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 1985.

References - Journals

Booty, J. “An Elizabethan addresses modern Anglicanism: Richard Hooker and theological
issues at the end of the twentieth century”. Anglican Theological Review LXX (1),
(1989), 8-24.

Cowdell, Scott. “The Postmodern Church”. St Mark’s Review 168 (Summer 1997), 14-20.

Gaillardetz, Richard R. “Are deacons the Answer?” Commonweal, August 15, 14 (2003), 130.

Hilliard, D. “The ties that bind: A fresh look at the history of Australian Anglicanism”.
Pacifica 11 (1998), 265-280.

Johnston, Elizabeth. “Between the Times: Religious Life and the Postmodern Experience of
God”. Review for Religious (1998).

Unit Outline — Bachelor of Theology — C52036 Anglican Ecclesiology



Mansfield, Bruce. “Thinking about Australian religious history”. The Journal of Religious
History, Vol 15, No 3 (1989), 330-344.

References - Online and Other IT resources
http://www.anglicanlibrary.org

http://ecc.sagepub.com/

http://www.cofe.anglican.org

www.continuumjournals.com/jas

http://people.bu.edu/bpstone/theology/theology.html

http://www.wcc-coe.org/wce/what/faith/bem1.html

Unit Outline — Bachelor of Theology — C52036 Anglican Ecclesiology



