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Rationale

An advanced study of Koine Greek as used in the New Testament writings is a necessary
skill in the critical study of these writings. Given the significant role the New Testament
writings have played and continue to play in the life of the Christian Church, as well as in
the wider Western society, mastery of Koine Greek is a valuable tool in studying those
scriptures, as well as the Septuagint. The transmission of the New Testament texts, the
issues facing the textual critics and challenges for New Testament translators can be
appreciated only by a knowledge of the morphology and syntax of Koine Greek. In
addition, a study of Koine Greek enhances the ability of students to engage in deeper and

more extensive exegetical and hermeneutical study of scriptural and extra-canonical texts.
Relation to program

This unit will contribute to the wider field of biblical studies by concentrating attention on
translation, exegesis and interpretation of key New Testament texts from their Koine Greek
manuscripts. As well, a grasp of New Testament Greek will contribute to a deeper

awareness of major issues studied in the fields of Church History and Theology.
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Aims

This unit seeks to provide students with an opportunity to further their understanding of the
syntax, morphology, grammar and vocabulary of New Testament Greek, or Koine Greek, in
order to enable students to develop proficiency in reading the New Testament texts. A
further aim is for students to gain experience in using the tools which will enable them to
link their study of New Testament Greek with subsequent exegetical studies of scriptural
and extra-canonical texts.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this unit the student should be able to:

1. | Have a working knowledge of the syntax and vocabulary of New Testament Greek;

2. | use with proficiency lexicons, concordances, grammars and other resources
associated with New Testament Greek;

3. | assess the translation and exegesis of passages of the Greek New Testament and
extra-canonical texts;

4. | translate and read the New Testament and to comment critically on the Greek textual
apparatus.

Content

Syntax and vocabulary of New Testament Greek

Advanced grammatical constructions of New Testament Greek
Grammatical Mapping

Textual and Transmission issues of the Greek New Testament
Study of selected Greek New Testament texts

(O I O S

Organization and Teaching Strategies

The unit is designed as a Directed Study Course, placing considerable emphasis on the

student’s ability to work independently (see Directed Study Courses Guidelines).

1. There will be 3 x 3-hour sessions at which students will be directed towards
understanding more advanced grammatical constructions, along with textual and
manuscript transmission issues. These sessions will be held in the early weeks of
the semester to enable students to be introduced to the whole verbal system.

2. Attention will be given to reading New Testament Greek texts, with understanding.

3. There will be an additional session where students will be introduced to the method
of “grammatical mapping”.

Assessment
Type of assessment No of | Weighting | Due date | Learning
words %0 Outcomes
covered
1 3 Translation Exercises. na 90% Through | 1,2,3,4
Two of these texts will be selected by the out
lecturer and the third will be the student’s semester
choice.
For one translation exercise the student
will be required to grammatically map the
text.
2 Oral Test na 10% End- 1,3,4
Unseen passage of scripture to be read semester
aloud and key words identified and
discussed.
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Notes on Assessment

Item 1 Will develop the student’s ability to translate from Koine Greek to English,
using appropriate tools, and to understand some of the grammatical issues
and textual issues peculiar to a text.

Item 2 Will develop the student’s knowledge of Greek language as a basis for
biblical interpretation.
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