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Rationale 
 
The study of Koine Greek as used in the New Testament is an essential instrument for the 
study of the New Testament writings. The transmission of the New Testament texts, the 
issues facing textual critics and challenges for New Testament translators can only be 
appreciated by a knowledge of the morphology and syntax of Koine Greek. Thus the study 
of this language vastly enhances an understanding of the New Testament documents. The 
New Testament texts themselves are basic to the self-understanding of Christianity. For 
these reasons the unit is best undertaken early in the study of New Testament texts. 
 
Relation to program 
 
The unit provides a basic introduction to the primary language of the New Testament 
documents, and so provides a good platform for the exegetical study of advanced New 
Testament books, and also serves the field of theological definition in the studies in Field C 
Systematic Theology. 
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Aims 
 
This unit aims to provide students with an introduction to the basic syntax, morphology and 
vocabulary of New Testament or Koine Greek, in order to enable them to begin to read 
New Testament texts. A further aim is to introduce them to the tools which will enable them 
to link their study of New Testament Greek to subsequent exegetical work. This will 
include a brief introduction to textual criticism, including the significant New Testament 
manuscripts. 
 

Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this unit the student should be able to: 
1. Know and explain the basic characteristics (syntax, morphology and vocabulary) of 

Koine Greek, to be aware of the difficulties and issues faced by New Testament 
translators and exegetes, and to have an awareness of the issues surrounding the use of 
New Testament manuscripts; 

2. Make effective use of lexicons, concordances, grammars and other resources, and 
thereby to make considered use of secondary literature, including commentaries, 
which make reference to the Greek New Testament; 

3. Pursue further studies in Koine Greek, and begin to read the New Testament in Greek. 

 
Content 
 

1 Lectures based on the textbook on grammar combined with practice in translating and 
understanding sentences containing new grammatical constructions. 

2 As the unit progresses, more attention will be given to reading New Testament Greek 
texts, and to looking at textual and manuscript transmission issues. 

3 Initially the emphasis will be on developing a store of memorized syntax, morphology 
and vocabulary.  
Later the emphasis will move to translating passages from the Greek New Testament, 
to looking at textual and manuscript transmission issues, and to considering primary 
and secondary resources relation to texts. 

4 There will be weekly exercises.  
Students are advised to spend time daily on memorizing material, and weekly on 
completing the exercises. 

 
 
Organization and Teaching Strategies 
 
The contact time comprises lectures and seminars. The seminars include both small groups 
and whole class discussion of issues raised in lectures, the students' own reading and topics 
set for research and discussion. 

Assessment 
 
 Type of assessment No of 

words 
Weighting 

% 
Due date Learning 

Outcomes 
covered 

1 Weekly homework exercises Na 10% Weekly 
through 
semester 

1, 2 

2 Vocabulary Quiz Na 10% Week 4 1 
3 Mid-semester examination (1 hour) Na 30% Week 8 or 9 1, 2 
4 End-semester examination (2 hours) Na 50% End-semester 1, 2, 3 
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Notes on Assessment 
Item 1  Will develop the student’s knowledge of the Greek language and aspects of 

Greek grammar and syntax as a basis for the study of the New Testament. 
Item 2  Will develop the student’s knowledge of Greek vocabulary, as a means to 

attaining facility in reading the text of the New Testament. 
Item 3  Will develop the student’s knowledge of Greek language as a basis for 

biblical interpretation. 
Item 4  Will develop the student’s ability to read, translate and use Greek as a basis 

for ongoing biblical study. 
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