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Rationale

The study of The Gospel of John is integral to any understanding of the Johannine stream of
Christianity in the first century. It stands as distinctive amongst the canonical gospels. The
interpretation of The Gospel of John has extensively influenced the subsequent
development of the church’s credal and christological beliefs. The Gospel of John
contributes a number of distinctive themes, apologetic motifs, character portrayals and
theological interests that require concentrated study. Examples include christology,
discipleship, gender portrayals, inter-relation with first-century Judaism and pneumatology.

Relation to program

This unit will contribute to the field of biblical studies by concentrating attention on a
distinctive canonical gospel. This unit will give students a strong appreciation of the unique
contribution that The Gospel of John brings to the wider biblical canon. Christological
themes raised would lead into a study of D51011 Early Church to 500CE.

Students will be expected to utilize several different hermeneutical approaches to a reading

of The Gospel of John, to study the main content of this gospel, and to become acquainted
with major contributions in contemporary Johannine scholarship.
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Aims

The unit aims to enable students to deal with critical scholarly study of the theological,
literary, and historical significance of The Gospel of John and to use scholarly tools in
dealing with primary sources, especially the text of The Gospel of John. Students will study
distinctive features in the contents, aims and contexts of The Gospel of John and its
relevance to contemporary society in the light of its social, political and religious situation.

Learning QOutcomes

At the end of this unit the student should be able to:

1. | Identify and explain the major thematic and structural aspects of the Gospel of John;

Analyse different interpretations of the primary text;

2
3. | Exegete selected passages, with reference also to engaging in hermeneutical issues;
4

Appraise relevant material from academic journal articles, monographs, pertinent
websites and other required reading.

Content

Use for the content topics. Do not put in week by week.
Socio-historical and Religious background to John
Christology

Sacramentalism

Community relationships and discipleship

“Signs” in John

The Paraclete

The Depiction of “the Jews”

Dualism and eschatology

A range of reader-responses to John (including narrative, liberationist, feminist,
political)

10 Exegesis of particular passages in John

11 Study of particular characters in John
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Organization and Teaching Strategies

The contact time comprises lectures and tutorials, the latter including both small group and
whole class discussion of issues raised in lectures, the students’ own reading and selected
primary texts.

Assessment
Type of assessment No of | Weighting | Due date | Learning
words %o Outcomes
covered
1 Exegetical paper presented in 2000 40% Throughout | 1,2, 3,4
tutorial and submitted for semester
assessment
2 Major research project focussing 3000 60% End- 1,2,3,4
on a significant theme in John semester

Notes on Assessment
Item 1

Will develop the student’s knowledge of John by means of independent

learning and the retrieval and use of relevant information, and the use of
appropriate techniques in biblical study.
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Item 2 Will develop the student’s coherent knowledge of John, use of appropriate
techniques in biblical study and the ability to apply critical reasoning to
issues through independent thought and informed judgement.
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