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Rationale 
 
The study of Romans and Galatians is basic to any engagement with scholarly assessment 
of the contribution of the apostle Paul. Scholarly study of Romans and Galatians entails 
familiarity with and use of methodologies of study encompassed by the following 
disciplines: historical critical study, literary and rhetorical study, social scientific, political, 
ideological and cultural study. These Pauline letters are to be studied within their historical 
context, especially their inter-relation with first-century Judaism, Gentile society and 
Roman rule. Contemporary issues that interact with a study of Romans and Galatians 
include issues of inter-faith tension and dialogue, tensions amongst members of 
communities and the exercising of authority in religious communities.  
 
Relation to program 
 
This unit will contribute to the wider field of biblical studies by concentrating attention on 
two significant letters written by the apostle Paul – Romans and Galatians. Any study of the 
Pauline contribution to first century Christianity is integral to a student’s proficiency in 
regard to study of the Christian scriptures. 
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Students will be expected to utilize several different hermeneutical approaches to a reading 
of Romans and Galatians, to study the main content of these two letters, and to become 
acquainted with major contributions in contemporary Pauline scholarship. 
 
Aims 
 
The unit aims to introduce students to Romans and Galatians within the framework of the 
Pauline tradition, to enable students to develop their understanding of key aspects of 
Pauline theology, with particular reference to Romans and Galatians, and to assist students 
to develop their skills in exegesis and their understanding of hermeneutics. The unit 
encourages students to discern and study distinctive features in the contents, aims and 
contexts of Romans and Galatians, paying particular attention to their relevance to 
contemporary society in the light of its social, political and religious situation. 
Students are assisted to deal with critical scholarly study of the theological, literary, and 
historical significance of Romans and Galatians, and to gain experience in using scholarly 
tools in dealing with primary sources, especially in regard to the text of Romans and 
Galatians.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this unit the student should be able to: 
1. detail key aspects of Pauline theology, with particular reference to Romans and 

Galatians; 
2. analyse Romans and Galatians within the framework of the Pauline tradition; 

3. exegete selected passages, with reference also to engaging in hermeneutical issues; 

4. appraise relevant material from academic journal articles, monographs, pertinent 
websites and other required reading. 

 
Content 
 
1 Introduction and background to Romans and Galatians 

2 Exegesis and theological reflection on key Pauline themes – the nature of humanity, 
salvation, Christology, the Holy Spirit, ethics, eschatology 

3 Creation and humanity 

4 Law 

5 Paul’s use of the Old Testament in Romans and Galatians 

6 Justification 
7 Christian life and community 

8 Exegesis of particular passages in Romans and Galatians 
 
Organization and Teaching Strategies 
 
The contact time comprises lectures and seminars, the latter including both small group and 
whole class discussion of issues raised in lectures, the students’ own reading and selected 
primary texts as well as group exercises. 
 
Assessment 
 

 Type of assessment No of 
words 

Weighting 
% 

Due date Learning 
Outcomes 
covered 

1 Exegetical paper 1250 25% Week 4 3, 4 
2 Exegetical paper 1250 25% Week 8 3, 4 
3 Major research essay 3000 50% End-semester 1, 2, 4 
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Notes on Assessment 
Items 1 and 2 Will develop the student’s knowledge of Romans and Galatians by means 

of independent learning and the retrieval and use of relevant information, 
and will develop the student’s use of appropriate techniques in biblical 
study and the ability to collect, analyse and organize information and 
ideas. 

Item 3  Will develop the student’s coherent knowledge of Romans and Galatians, 
techniques of biblical interpretation, and ability to apply critical 
reasoning to issues through independent thought and informed 
judgement. 
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