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Rationale

The study of The Gospel of Mark is basic to any engagement with New Testament
scholarship. Scholarly study of Mark entails familiarity with and use of the following
methodologies: historical critical study, literary and rhetorical study, social scientific,
political and cultural study. This gospel is to be studied within its historical context,
especially its inter-relation with first-century Judaism and Roman rule. The study of Mark is
also pertinent to the ongoing scholarly debate concerning “the quest for the historical
Jesus”. Contemporary issues that interact with study of Mark include issues of religious
persecution, discipleship and the relation of religious expectations to socio-political

realities.

Relation to program

This unit will build on introductory units by focusing on one of the Synoptic Gospels. The
unit will develop students’ understanding of the gospel as a genre and the unique
contribution Mark makes to New Testament theology. Issues such as the relationships
between the Synoptic Gospels, the formation of the Gospel from oral tradition, and theories
of the dating of Mark will be treated. Traditional historical critical methods will be
combined with narrative critical methods to develop skills in analysing and interpreting the

Gospel text.
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Aims

The unit aims to introduce undergraduate students to a range of critical scholarship relating
to the theological, literary, and historical significance of Mark. The unit will develop
experience in the use of scholarly tools in dealing with biblical texts, especially Mark and
its Synoptic parallels. Students will be encouraged to note distinctive features in the
contents of Mark and their relevance for the Marcan community in its likely social, political
and religious situation. The unit will assist students to assess critically a number of issues
involved in the interpretation of Mark including: Mark’s portrait of Jesus and his mission,
the portrayal of disciples and the theological interpretation of Jesus’ death as presented in
the passion narrative.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this unit the student should be able to:

1. | Identify and explain the symbols, characters and structure of specific passages;

Compare and analyse parallel primary sources, especially through redactional study;

2
3. | Establish the parameters of a passage and its relation to the surrounding context;
4

Apply both historical and narrative critical methods to an analysis of a particular
aspect of Mark’s theology.

Content

The background and purposes of Mark
Methodologies used in a scholarly study of Mark
Mark’s view of the Son of Man
The Messiah figure
The Kingdom of God
Concepts of salvation
Christology
Discipleship, particularly in relation to Judaism
Apocalyptic eschatology

0  Mark’s Passion narrative

1 Various endings of Mark
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Organization and Teaching Strategies

The contact time comprises lectures and tutorials and seminars, with tutorial papers
presented during the tutorial. Tutorials also consist of group discussion of issues raised in
lectures, the students’ own reading and selected primary texts.

Assessment
Type of assessment No of | Weighting Due Learning
words % date Outcomes
covered
1 Exegetical paper, presented in a 2000 40% Through | 2, 3
tutorial and submitted for assessment semester
2 Research essay 3000 60% End- 1,3,4
semester

Notes on Assessment

Item 1 Will develop the student’s knowledge of Mark by means of independent
learning and the retrieval and use of relevant information, and the use of
appropriate techniques in biblical study.
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Item 2 Will develop the student’s coherent knowledge of Mark, use of appropriate
techniques in biblical study and the ability to apply critical reasoning to
issues through independent thought and informed judgement.
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